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ABSTRACT

Sustainable Development means an integration of eldpmental and Environmental imperatives.
To be sustainable, development must possess bmtlhra@cal and ecological sustainability. Care had#otaken, the way
in which developmental planning should be approdclBoth the environment as well as the developmeains not end

in themselves. The environment and developmeribapzople and not vice versa.

Sustainable development is essentially a policy stngtegy for continued social and economic develent.
It should not be detrimental to the environment aradural resources, on the quality of which furthdgvelopment

depends.

My article has a comprehensive approach to suataility. It includes details on our approaches, coitments,
performance insights and our efforts in the direntbf Sustainable Development. Climate is changing fast pace, and

so are the developmental activities. To strike skable balance between the two is the need of dle. h

Based on empirical evaluations of the findingss thiticle offers solutions as well as recommendhetiahat

could be of some help in solving the issue of thalgamation of economics and ecology in our fuplaaning.
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INTRODUCTION

Development involves a progressive transformatibeacmnomy and society. Sustainable developmentrisva
concept of economic growth. Sustainable developnemt development that meets the needs of the mireséhout
compromising the ability of the future generatioitsis a process of change in which economic asdafi policies,
agricultural and industrial policies — all aim toduce development paths that are economicallyalbp@nd ecologically

viable.

Development and Environment must go hand in hanel.owe a duty towards future generations, and tbus f
bright today, a bleak tomorrow cannot be toleraitkironmental problems and issues play a cruoial in this century.

We cannot march towards a brighter tomorrow unlessinderstand and solve them.

The balance between environmental protection aneldpment activities can only be maintained bycHiri
following the principles of “Sustainable DeveloprtierThis is a development strategy that catersh® needs of the
present without negotiating the ability of upcomignerations to satisfy their needs. It is a guamato the present and a
bequeath to the future. All environments relatedettjoment activities should benefit people, whilaimtaining the

environmental balance. The adherence to the ‘Swibd Development’ principle is a sine qua nontfier maintenance of
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the symbiotic balance between the Right to Envirennand development.

The unbridled use of scientific and technologicdvancements has given mankind a free hand in dimoi
natural resources without having regard to ecoldgionsideration. This over exploitation is resugtin eco imbalances

and environmental degradation. The risk of irreddesdamage to our natural system is posing a setioreat.

The Stockholm Declaration on Human Environment laioted that man is both creator and destroyer sf hi
environment. In our times man’s capability to tfans) his surroundings, if used wisely can bring epthe benefits of
development and opportunities to enhance the guafitlife. Wrongly or heedlessly applied, the sapwwver can do
incalculable harm to human beings and human enwviea.

Sustainable Development cannot and will not beeasd in a world ridden by poverty. Economic growtid
development obviously involve changes in the phalsézo system. So, development in order to be isadti® needs to
have an integration of economics and ecology idedision making levels.

The Concept of Sustainable Development Contains Wiin it Two Key Concepts

* The concept of needs and in particular the esserd&d of the world’s poor, to which overriding gmity should

be given.

* The idea of limitations imposed by the state ohtexdogy and social organization on the environngeability to
meet present and future needs.

According to the Brundtland Report, critical objees for environment and development policies tiotlbw
from the concept of Sustainable Development includgiewing growth, changing quality of growth, rtiag essential
needs for jobs, food, energy, water and sanitagosuring a sustainable level of population, consgrand enhancing the
resource base, reorienting technology and managgsikgand merging economics and environment in datisnaking.
Thus in the broadest sense Sustainable Developaierg to promote harmony among human beings andeeatw

humanity and nature.

If we want to build a “Greener Tomorrow” the followg principles of sustainable Development need&go
followed.

Inter-Generational Equity

The concept of inter-generational equity is thehtrigf each generation of human beings to bendditnfthe
cultural and natural inheritance of past generatias well as the ‘obligation’ to preserve such thgg for future
generations. Inter-Generational equity requiresseoring the diversity and quality of biological oesces and of

renewable resources such as forests, water argdfgpfuture generations.

The natural resources of the Earth, including thevaater, land, flora and fauna and specially éhcepresenting

samples of natural ecosystems must be safeguasdedadper utilization in the present, and for tleméfit of the future.

Use and Conservation of Natural Resources

For the benefit of future generations, present gdima should be modest in their exploitation oftunal

resources. There is a common heritage of mankintthis requires legal protection by the internailooommunity.
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Environment and natural resources of the peoplemuoppression, domination and occupation has tforétected. Further,
to achieve sustainable development and a high tguaf life for future, Countries should reduce aptiminate

unsustainable pattern of production and consumption
Protection of Environment

Development is essential for progress, but thesethidoe a proper balance between developmentaitesj and
the protection of the environment. Without adequa@ironment protection development is underminad without
development resources will be inadequate for neédegstments. The society has to prosper, but hdhe cost of

environment.

The environmental problems can and do underminegtieds of development in many ways. For example
pollution free water and air is itself a part ofpravement that development attempts to bring. éf benefits from the
rising income are offset by costs imposed on heatid the quality of life by pollution, this cannbe termed as

development. Moreover, environmental damage catabiéige future productivity and thus it can affecistainability.

We have to remember that environment is not a aépaector, distinct from industry, agriculture aergy.

Hence, environment protection must become an iatggrt of the decision making at all levels.
The Precautionary Principle

The Precautionary Principle suggests that wheree tig identifiable risk of serious or irreversibbarm, for
example extinction of species, widespread toxi¢uypioh etc., and then it may be appropriate to @l burden of proof

on the person or entity proposing the activity iegiotentially harmful to the environment.

In case of doubt, protection of environment shobhéile precedence over economic interest. Precangiona

principle requires anticipatory action to be takemprevent harm to the environment.

Mankind needs to understand that development apiggiron of environment are not enemies. A precaaty
measure actually means that developmental actvisleould take place only if it is done without deting the

environment or at least minimizing the adverseaff®y applying stringent safeguards.
The Polluter Pays Principle

The Polluter pays principle means that the absdlat@lity for harm to the environment extends ratly to
compensate the victims of the pollution, but alse tost of restoring the environment to degradafidmus it includes
environmental costs as well as direct costs to lgeapd property. The polluter should be liable &y phe cost to the
individual sufferers as well as the cost of revegsihe damaged ecology. Remediation of the damageilonment is a

part of the process of having a “Greener Tomorréiw'future generations.
The action programme on the environment needsep #ee following under consideration.
» Preventive actions should be preferred to remendésures.
« Environmental damage should be rectified at source.

e The polluter should pay for the costs of the meastaken to protect the environment.
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* The environmental policies should form a compomémther policies.

We can build a good environment in coming timesyomhen the responsibility to repair the environnaént

damage is that of the polluter. However this ppieidoes not mean that the polluter can first peland then pay for it.
Obligations to Assist and Cooperate

The environmental problem is not the problem ofralividual or even that of a country. It is in facglobal issue

and it can be tackled only with the assistancecageration of every one.

The Rio Declaration provides that the States shouoluperate to strengthen indigenous capacity -dimgjlfor
sustainable development by improving scientific enstanding through exchanges of scientific and rteldyical
knowledge and by enhancing the development, adaptidfusion and transfer of technologies, inclglinew and

innovative technologies.

Environmental issues are best handled with theéqgiaation of all concerned citizens, at relevanels. Further
people and States need to cooperate in good fadthraa spirit of partnership in the further deyeteent of international

law in the field of Sustainable Development.
Eradication of Poverty

The Sustainable Development has to address théepnadf a large number of people who live in extregogerty
and who cannot satisfy even their basic needshétStockholm Conference in 1972, our former Primaidier, Mrs.

Indira Gandhi had said, “Of all pollutants we fate worst is poverty. “

Poverty reduces people’s capacity to use resoumcsustainable manner and hence it intensifiessure on the
environment. Most of the Developing countries, ilithg India, are under the stress of poverty. Thusrder to save the
future for humanity, growth must be revived in Dieygng countries because that is where the linksvéen economic
growth, the eradication of poverty, and environrmaéobnditions operate most directly. The key toie@sh sustainability is

to break the vicious circle of poverty.
Financial Assistance to Developing Countries

The people in the developing countries strain thaiural resources and over exploit them to mesit thasic
needs. The developing countries also do not hawdinances and modern technology to follow the mdtbevelopment
which is sustainable. Therefore, the financial stasice and transfer of technology from the developations to the

developing nations is a must if we want to achignegoal of sustainable development and environah@nbtection.

Some of the salient principles of Sustainable Dgwelent have been identified. But the real task vlies ahead
is that of implementation. For this, we need thétigal will of the North and the South to act ieardination to protect

this planet Earth from further deterioration.

The world has to develop, but development shoulditalgly meet developmental and environmental nedds
present and future generations. The concept ofrigénerational rights” emphasizes that we showdhtain ecosystems
and ecological processes essential for the furiaiipof the biosphere. We should preserve biologibatrsity, and should

observe the principle of optimum sustainable yirlthe use of living natural resources and ecosyste
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As far as non-renewable resources, like fossilsfuaid minerals are concerned, their use reducestsiog
available for future generations. But this does metan that resources should not be used. The fateptetion, should
take into account the criticality of that resourites availability of technologies for minimizingmletion and the likelihood
of substitutes being available. Sustainable devety also requires that the adverse impacts omwjuhéty of air water

and natural elements are minimized so as to sustaiBco system’s overall integrity.

In essence, Sustainable Development is a processmofe in which the exploitation of resources,dinection of
investments, the orientation of technological amstifutional change are all in harmony and enhaath current and
future potential to meet human needs and aspiatidoman beings should be at the center of condernsustainable
development. The present as well as the futurergéae is entitled to a healthy and productive.lifée idea here is that

for the benefit of future generations, the preggmeration has to be modest in the exploitatiomatdiral resources.

A point has been reached in History, where we rabiape our actions throughout the world with a npvrelent
care and be vigilant towards their environmentaiseguences. Defending and improving the environrfwerthe present
and future generations,has to be an imperative fgpahankind—a goal to be pursued together by hutyain harmony

with the established and fundamental objectivgseaice and worldwide economic and social development

We have to be committed to build a humane, equtaht caring global society cognizant of the needhéiman
dignity for all. We need to undertake the colleetikesponsibility to advance and strengthen therdemendent and

mutually reinforcing pillars of sustainable deveaiognt.

We have inherited this planet from our parents, amdhave to save it for our future generations. Ndee to
protect their tomorrow. The responsibility lies lwitis. If we remember this golden rule, then we wit only have a

greener tomorrow but a brighter one too.
CONCLUSIONS

The article “ Eco Prayer-Conservation of Our ThriyiEarth “focuses attention on the aspect, thatewthinking
and planning of the developmental measures-- tiessity of the present and the ability of the fatto meet its own
needs and requirements have to be kept in viewlé/thinking of the present, the future should netftrgotten. Natural
resources are not the fruits of the labour of thes@nt generation, and thus these resources cgrbergxploited with

adequate consideration of the “rights “of the fatgenerations.

Facing the challenge of climate change and the fadduman development, we have to move towardsrdw

where everyone can live well and within the natliraits of the planet.
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